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December 2020 Message from President Jim Carper - senclandchapter@gmail.com 

 

This past seven months have certainly been different for all of us and not necessarily in a good 

way. I would imagine we are all eagerly looking forward to getting past covid-19 and the recent 

election, rebuilding some normalcy in our lives and in our Country, hugging our Children, 

Grandkids, and Great-Grandkids, and reconnecting with friends. Regrettably as a Chapter, we 

will probably have to continue our Virtual Monthly Programs thru at least April 2021 and maybe 

longer. We hope all of our members will chose to join in those programs for not only the inter-

esting presentations but for a chance to see SENCLAND Friends again. 

 

Regrettably, November has seen the passing of Col Joseph “Joe” Albanese, USA (Ret). Our sin-

cere condolences to Elise and his Family during this time of loss. 

 

Our November Virtual Program with Mike Sprayberry, Director of NC Emergency Management, 

discussing NCEM’s actions in addressing Covid-19 and other Natural Disasters was outstanding. 

Those who attended were impressed by the organization’s proactive leadership, planning, and 

execution of actions to meet extreme requirements. The presentation highlighted too, the great 

work the North Carolina National Guard has done in support of emergency efforts. 

 

Our December Newsletter features a special interview with Rosalian Mills, Surviving Spouse of 

Maj Ralph Mills, USAF (Ret). Rosalian tuned 100 on 17 Jun, 2020. Her story is very interesting. 

I recommend that you check it out. 

 

As we move toward December, we want to welcome our new members who have recently 

joined. Happy Birthday to all our December Babies; May you have many more happy, healthy 

years ahead. Happy 384th Birthday (13 Dec) to National Guard, you have served our Nation well. 

Happy 1st Birthday (20 Dec) to all the current and soon to be Spacemen and Spacewomen of our 

US Space Force. 

 

The Chapter’s Virtual Christmas Program will be on 1 December at 1000 via Zoom. We encour-

age all of members and their spouses will join us for this special Holiday program. It will be a 

good time to get into the Spirit of the Season and reestablish connections with Chapter Friends 

Invitations and instructions for joining the Program will be sent out after Thanksgiving. If you 

are not familiar with Zoom, we will be glad to assist you.  

 

On 7 December, we hope all will take a moment to remember the 79th Anniversary of the Attack 

on Pearl Harbor and all that followed as the Nation and its “Greatest Generation” rallied to defeat 

those who wanted to control the World.  
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In the spirit of giving, I hope that you will consider making a donation towards our 2021 Pro-

grams for JROTC and Veterans Scholarships and Veteran Outreach. Thru your generous dona-

tions in 2020, the Chapter was able to increase financial support to those programs and to Veter-

ans financially impacted by the pandemic. The kindness of your gifts will greatly assist those 

programs in 2021. 

 

Finally, I know that this will be a different Holiday Seasons for all, but we can all be thankful for 

the blessings received and be positive that better times are ahead. Wishing you a wonderful 

Thanksgiving, a Happy Christmas Season, and a safe and happy New Year. I pray that 2021 will 

bring healing to our Nation and set us on a path that will bring Peace to the World.  

 

Programs 
 

From our Program Chairman Jim Jackson………    

 

December Meeting: Tuesday, 01 Dec 2020 1000 - Virtual Holiday Musical Program via Zoom 

 

It has been the tradition of our MOAA Chapter to have a live Holiday Musical presentation for 

our December programs.  As you may remember for several years, we had the Coastal Christian 

High School Choral Group.  Those performances were followed by a pianist and vocalist, Barber 

Shop Quartet and for the last two years the Harmony Belles. To adapt to current conditions, we 

have developed a special musical program via Zoom that will include Holiday and Christmas 

performances by the service bands including the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force and 

Coast Guard.  The concluding number be the one of the most famous patriotic songs ever written 

– God Bless America.  The following selections will be included: 

  

 Christmas Classic Medley – U.S. Army “Voices” and U.S. Army Band “Pershing’s Own”  

 Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring (Bach) – U.S. Air Force “Flash Mob” 

 Sleigh Ride – U.S. Marine Corps “President’s Own” Chamber Orchestra 

 White Christmas – U.S. Navy Band 

 Christmas Bells – Joint presentation- Coast Guard, Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force 

 Finale – God Bless America – Original performance by Kate Smith in 1938 

                                                                                       

Upcoming Programs for 2021 

 

We are all very anxious to return to in person meetings at The Blue Water Grill.  This week we 

received some encouraging news about successful vaccines that could be on the market before the 

end of the year.  However, the availability and distribution could take months.  As you know we 

have been having virtual meetings since September with attendance increasing at each meeting.  

Based on current conditions, we plan to continue Virtual Zoom meetings at least for January, Feb-

ruary and March 2021.  At that time, we will assess the situation and determine if we can resume 

in person meetings. 

 

We have several potential Zoom programs in the planning stages for the first 3 months of 2021 

and will be sharing those with you soon. 

 



   

 

 

Using Zoom Video Conferencing: 

A lot of us have been using the Zoom software extensively throughout the pandemic and we’ve 

generally found it very easy to use as long as you have access to the internet from your 

smartphone, tablet, or PC/Mac. 

 

Similar to the November meeting, look for an email from JoAnn Doleman that contains a hyper-

link and sign in instructions for the next virtual meeting. If you have problems with sign on, au-

dio/visual features, or any questions, please feel free to call the host, Past President Ken Klassen 

at 910-616-9614. 

 

November Zoom Meeting – Mr. Mike Sprayberry, Director of Emergency Management, State 

of North Carolina 

 

 

 
 

Our November meeting presented virtually on 3 Nov featured Mr. Mike Sprayberry, Director of 

Emergency Management, State of North Carolina who gave a superb presentation on “Covid and 

Hurricane Challenges for North Carolina”. 

 

Membership Update – Submitted by Al Schroetel, Membership Chair  

 

We are pleased to recognize two new Chapter members: 

Major (Dr.) Anthony Scime, USA (Ret.) Tony has recently moved to Carolina Beach 

from upstate New York. 

 

LTC Daniel Stone, USA (Ret.) Dan and Karen live in Ocean Isle Beach, NC. Dan is an 

Academic Assistant/Tutor at Brunswick Community College 

 

Taps - 

We are saddened to report the passing of COL Joseph “Joe” Albanese, USA (Ret) on Friday, 13 

November. Joe and Elise lost their youngest Son, month earlier. Our deepest sympathies go out 

to Elise and all their Family. Here is a link to Joe’s full obituary: https://www.andrewsmortu-

ary.com/obituary/joseph-albanese 

 

 

https://www.andrewsmortuary.com/obituary/joseph-albanese
https://www.andrewsmortuary.com/obituary/joseph-albanese


   

 

 

We try to keep the membership roster as current as possible, but we know a lot of folks are 

changing their contact information these days. Have you changed your e-mail or telephone num-

ber recently? If so, please let al Schroetel know at downeast@bellsouth.net. 

 

As you will have seen earlier in this Newsletter, it is going to be a while before we can resume 

our wonderful luncheons at the Bluewater Grill on Wrightsville Beach and at the Island Way on 

Ocean Isle. However, we are holding monthly Chapter meetings with guest speakers via ZOOM. 

We hope you will be able to join us in December and in future ZOOM meeting…but of course 

we really look forward to “in person” meetings. In the meantime, stay safe and stay healthy. 

 

We Love Guests! We hope you will invite friends and neighbors to our virtual meetings and 

luncheons, annual picnic or special events once they resume. 

 

JROTC Support, Veteran Scholarships, & Veteran Outreach  

 

We would like to thank everyone who donated to the scholarship/outreach programs and ask you 

to keep these important programs in mind during this pandemic. 

 

Anthony Akstin  Christopher Morin  Catherine Snyder 

Allan Turner 

 

Please considering a donation to these worthwhile projects now.  We are always accepting appli-

cations for outreach support. Thank you again to all our generous contributors.  

 

JROTC Support - Submitted by LTC Lee Hanna, Leadership/Scholarship Chair 

 
All JROTC programs are pretty much limited to classroom instruction and online activities due 

to COVID 19.  They anticipate getting some relief after the beginning of the year.  I will be con-

tacting all units in early January to start the scholarship and leadership awards processes. 

 

Veteran Scholarship Report - Submitted by Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA (ret), 3rd Vice Presi-

dent 

 

I am so pleased to announce that Sencland MOAA awarded $11,000 in scholarships to select 

Veteran students at Cape Fear Community College, Brunswick Community College, and UNC 

Wilmington.  Nineteen students had their educational goals come closer to fruition through our 

organization's generosity.   

 

We will be challenged next year in raising sufficient funds to continue awarding these scholar-

ships.  We are a philanthropic organization and I know we will rise to this challenge in securing 

donations for this worthy cause. We will publish thank you notes from the recipients as they are 

submitted. Thank you again for your commitment to our Veterans. We should be very proud of 

our Chapter’s financial support to our military Warriors. We've all been there and that makes us 

appreciate the depth of our incredible organization. Below is info and photos from those events: 
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Cape Fear Community College- SENCLAND Chapter donated $5000 to the CFCC Foundation 

and it awarded the scholarships in our name to 9 well-deserving students.  We presented the 

awards in a ceremony at the CFCC Student Union 27 October 2020.  Our partnership with the 

CFCC Foundation enables us to be recognized and highlighted in their newsletter and throughout 

the college departments. 

  
 

CFCC Scholarship recipients were:  Timothy Fogle, USMC; Kelly Ramos, USAF; Amber Tay-

lor, USMC; Dustin McLean, USN; Isidro Moreno Vega, USMC; Todd Matthews, USN/USA; 

Thomas Chaffin, USMC; Regina Grant, USA; and Matthew Thompson, USMC. 

“With these funds, I will be able to rest easy and continue to pursue my goals of acquiring a 

unique educational experience,” said scholarship recipient Dustin McLean. “Bolstering myself 

with knowledge, I plan to help make our world the better place we have always wanted it to be-

come.   

UNC Wilmington-  donated $5000 to deserving Veteran students from various Departments 

throughout the university. These awards were presented at the new Veterans Center on 28 Octo-

ber 2000. Only 3 of the 8 recipients were available to attend due to class schedules.  

 



   

 

 

UNCW Scholarship recipients were: Joe Kalm, Ian Nachman, Scott Gere, Marylamd Shannon, 

Chris Bertram, Eric Delacruz, Eric Stanley, and Dustin Porter. 

 

Brunswick Community College- Sencland MOAA donated $1000 to the BCC Foundation and it 

awarded the scholarships in our name to well-deserving students.  We presented the awards in a 

ceremony at BCC on 4 November 2020.  

 
BCC Scholarship recipients were: Ashley McLamb (USAF) and Sarah Johnson (USN) 

 

The CFCC presentation was featured on WWAY TV 3 evening news on 11/10/20 including an 

interview with Chrissy Sanford. Here is a link to that article: 

https://www.wwaytv3.com/2020/11/10/several-cfcc-student-veterans-receive-5000-scholarships/ 

 

 

Outreach Initiatives - Submitted by Larry Wilson, Outreach Chair  

 

The Board of Directors approved 2020 budget for our chapter’s Outreach program was $2,200. 

This was the fourth consecutive year the annual budget has been at or above $2,000. This year’s 

entire budget has been utilized to address economic hardships resulting from the pandemic.  

 Working through the Cape Fear Chapter MOAA in Fayetteville, a grant went to the 

Armed Services YMCA and the American Red Cross at Womack Army Medical Center 

to support military personnel and their families at Fort Bragg. $400  

 In concert with military affairs officers at Cape Fear Community College and University 

of North Carolina Wilmington, our program made grants of $300 directly to six area Vet-

erans and/or Military Spouses.  

Cape Fear Community College - $900    

 Robert Huba served in the U.S. Army for 8 years.  

 Angelique Mitchell’s late husband served in the U.S. Army for 14 years.  

 Dusty Sanders served in the U.S. Army for 8 years.  

 

University of North Carolina Wilmington - $900 

 Bryan Ford served in the U.S. Navy for 5 years.  

https://www.wwaytv3.com/2020/11/10/several-cfcc-student-veterans-receive-5000-scholarships/


   

 

 

 Amber Vana’s medically retired husband served in the U.S. Marine Corps.  

 Jonathan Vandervis served 10 years in the U.S. Navy.  

Donations from members are indispensable to sustaining the chapter’s Outreach program, as well 

as JROTC and Veteran Scholarships. Your past benevolence in supporting these programs has 

empowered SENCLAND Chapter to make a positive difference within our community in this 

year of profound economic need. Please continue to contribute to the chapter so these programs 

can be sustained.   

 

To All SENCLAND MOAA Members – Sandi Adams, Surviving Spouse Coordinator 

 

Update your will and power of attorney! 

 

Any change in one’s situation prompts a time to tend to these legal matters.  Whether the death 

of a spouse, a beneficiary, a move, or even if it has been years or decades since writing your last 

will.   While there are any number of attorneys in the area that help with these matters, MOAA 

members (all veterans) and their spouses also have access to these services through the legal of-

fices at Camp Lejeune.  Prior to coronavirus, they offered wills/power of attorney assistance 

every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 0945 and on Tuesdays at 1245.  A phone call is re-

quired now to confirm space in one of the sessions.  This service is free to us.  Contact their of-

fices at 910-451-1903.  I used this service after the death of my husband and found them to be 

very helpful.   

 

 

Please let Sandi know if there are any questions or anything she can do for you or your spouse at 

any time. She can be reached at: 

 

Email: earlsandi@gmail.com 

Phone: 910-443-0470 

 

Chapter Membership Dues & Donation Information – Submitted by Dave Gould, 

Treasurer 

EARLY COLLECTION OF 2021 DUES IS UNDERWAY. 

Please consider early payment. Annual dues are required in January. 

If you have a question about your payment status, please contact Al Schroetel at downeast@bell-

south.net, or 910-686-6905. 

 

Our Chapter derives its funding for Chapter activities almost exclusively through membership 

dues. The annual dues ($20 for members and $15 for surviving spouses) are among the lowest in 

the State. Chapter dues pay for representation at military and veteran functions, special events 

like our WWII, Korean War, and Vietnam Veterans’ Recognitions, MOAA logo gifts for lunch-

eon speakers, membership in the North Carolina MOAA Council of Chapters, website mainte-

nance, mailing costs, and other operational expenses. 

 

Dues are waived for the following two categories of members: 

mailto:earlsandi@gmail.com


   

 

 

• All members 90 years of age or older. 

• New chapter members for the remainder of the calendar year in which they join; thus, if a 

member joins in January, dues are waived for the entire year.  

Donations  

Please consider donating to the Chapter's Outreach, Junior ROTC, and Veteran Scholarship 

Programs. 

There are two ways to make dues and donation payments: 

On-Line: 

Open the Chapter's website, http://www.sencland.org, Click on the word “Membership” in the 

menu on the left side of the home page. 

On that new page, there are two separate choices; one is to pay Chapter Dues, the other is to 

make a Donation. Continue by clicking on the "Buy Now" button and follow the prompts. 

If you have questions about this process, please contact the Chapter Treasurer, Dave Gould, at 

callsigngrump@gmail.com or 910- 319-7021. 

Or: Mail in a Hard Copy: Please print the following form and mail your dues and donations to: 

SENCLAND CHAPTER MOAA                   

P.O. Box 10015 

Wilmington, NC  28404 

Name: _____________________________________ Address: __________________________ 

                                                                                          ________________________________ 

Email Address: _____________________________                    Dues        $__________ 

Telephone number _________________                                       Donation $__________ 

                Total        $__________ 

              Please indicate where there are changes such as phone number or a new address. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sencland.org/


   

 

 

Wellness Coordinator’s Corner – Leon Rooks 

 

From Your Wellness Committee... 

Well here we are getting ready for the Thanksgiving holiday and of course Christmas soon to fol-

low.  It is an exciting time of year and in spite of all the events of 2020, especially Covid -19, I 

think we have much to be thankful for.   

 

Christmas, a time of year that is exciting and joyous as families gather to celebrate the birth of 

Our Lord and Savior. Unfortunately, Covid-19 will still be a factor in our plans and activi-

ties.  Knowing this we must continue to use recommended procedures that help protect us as well 

as others until this pandemic is brought under control. 

 

As 2020 comes to a close, I ask that you stop and remember the members and family members of 

the SENCLAND MOAA Chapter we lost this year. 
 
Finally, I hope that each one of you and your families have a blessed Thanksgiving and that the 

Christmas season brings peace and joy to all. 

 

Reminder regarding hospice: Inform Lower Cape Fear (LCF) LifeCare (formerly Lower Cape 

Fear Hospice) if a MOAA family member is admitted to Hospice home care or the LCF facility 

so they can be properly recognized via their Veteran’s Recognition Ceremony.  

 

Please let me or a chapter officer know of any illnesses, member deaths, or hospitalizations at 

leon.rooks@hotmail.com or 910-799-2488. 
 

 

Legislative Affairs November 2020 – by Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair 

 

Covid-19 restrictions update. On November 10 Governor Cooper extended existing Phase 3 

restrictions until December 4. Previous Phase 3 guidance and capacity limits for restaurants, 

bars, gyms, etc., remain in effect. But this extension adjusted allowable indoor gatherings down-

ward from 25 to 10. Schools are still allowed to re-open for in-person learning at the discretion 

of local school districts. Face coverings and social distancing are still required in government 

buildings and retail establishments and recommended everywhere. COVID-19 cases, hospitaliza-

tions and deaths have continued to rise, so we will have to wait and see what Gov. Cooper will 

do next. Fortunately, several companies are reporting good progress with vaccine development. 

Please keep up to date on this rapidly evolving virus situation and stay safe. 

 

General Election Information. I am writing this note on November 16. Election Day is long 

over and most votes have been counted in NC. After November 3, county Boards of Election 

counted outstanding absentee ballots and verified Provisional Ballots to arrive at a final vote tally 

– a process called canvassing. Initial canvassing results were announced November 13. Candi-

dates then have two business days to submit recount requests for close races or file protests. 

When the protests and recounts are resolved, county Boards of Election approve the vote count 

and submit it to the NC State Board of Election. The State Board then conducts a review and au-
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dit to verify the count and submits it to the Governor, who certifies the election results for the en-

tire state. This process is expected to be completed by November 27, which is when we will 

know the official NC election results. Still, the media-published unofficial results strongly pre-

dict the outcome of the major NC state elections that are decided by popular vote. These include: 

Re-election of Gov. Cooper (D); Mark Robinson (R) as Lt. Gov.; re-election of Sen Tillis (R) 

and Representatives Rouzer (R-7th) and Murphy (R-3rd). The table below shows the unofficial 

results of the elections for NC General Assembly Senate and House seats in the SENCLAND 

area. I will update contact information for all of our Federal and State Legislators after the results 

are finalized and new offices are assigned and post that information to our Web site. 

 

SENATE REPUBLICAN DEMOCRAT COUNTIES OUTCOME 
D6 Michael Lazzara Ike Johnson Jones, Onslow LAZZARA 

D8 Bill Rabon* David Sink 
Bladen, Brunswick, New Hanover 
(part), Pender RABON 

D9 Michael Lee Harper Peterson* New Hanover (part) LEE 

D10 Brent Jackson* Vernon Moore Duplin, Johnston (part), Sampson JACKSON 

D13 Danny Britt* Barbara Yates-Lockamy Columbus, Robeson BRITT 

     

HOUSE REPUBLICAN DEMOCRAT COUNTIES OUTCOME 
D4 Jimmy Dixon* Christopher Schulte Duplin, Onslow DIXON 

D14 George Cleveland* Marcy Wofford Onslow (part) CLEVELAND 

D15 Phil Shepard* Carolyn Gomaa Onslow (part) SHEPARD 

D16 Carson Smith* Debbi Fintak Columbus (part), Pender SMITH 

D17 Frank Iler* Tom Simmons Brunswick ILER 

D18 Warren Kennedy Deb Butler* New Hanover (part) BUTLER 

D19 Charlie Miller Marcia Morgan 
Brunswick (part), New Hanover 
(part) MILLER 

D20 Ted Davis* Adam Ericson New Hanover (part) DAVIS 

D46 Brendon Jones* Tim Heath Columbus (part), Robeson (part) JONES 
 

Of course, this year’s Presidential election is the one that has garnered the most nation-wide in-

terest. There is a complex process and long timeline to arrive at the final official results of this 

election. When all states finally certify their election results (probably by the end of November), 

the next step is to appoint Electors who will cast the state’s votes for President in accordance 

with state law in the Electoral College. The Electoral College will meet this year on December 

14 to cast their votes for President. They transmit their results to the Senate, the President, and 

the National Archives. Then the Senate reviews the Electoral College vote and certifies the result 

with a vote scheduled for January 9, 2021. That is when the Presidential Election is officially de-

cided. Unofficial results and media projections show Mr. Biden with large leads in both the pop-

ular and Electoral College votes. The Trump Campaign has filed protests and asked for recounts 

in several states. It remains to be seen if any of these challenges will change results in states or 

be sufficient to influence the overall election outcome.  

 



   

 

 

Legislative News.  In Washington, Congress has re-convened after the break for elections. They 

are continuing to work on another COVID-19 stimulus and relief bill but progress is slow. Their 

urgent business is to pass legislation to fund operations of the Federal Government. The current 

Continuing Resolution expires December 11. In order to avoid a Government shutdown on that 

date, both Houses must pass either another Continuing Resolution or the actual Authorization 

and Appropriation bills for the various Federal Agencies. The FY2021 National Defense Author-

ization (NDAA) still has a few details being resolved in the Conference Committee. But it ap-

pears that both the Defense Authorization and Appropriation legislation will be ready for a vote 

prior to December 11. We will have to wait and see how this process plays out in the coming 

weeks.  
 

 The NC General Assembly is now adjourned for the rest of the legislative year. It is scheduled 

to reconvene for the 2021 – 22 Session on January 13, 2021. 

 

 Federal Programs Reminders. It is now Open Enrollment Season for Medicare, Tricare and 

FEDVIP programs. Open Enrollment closes for MEDICARE on December 7 and for TRICARE 

on December 14. Be sure to check the status of your coverage and make any desired changes in 

the next few weeks. No action is required in any of these programs if you do not want to change 

your current coverages. 

 

 For those of you who are military retirees who have not yet reached the age for MEDI-

CARE/TRICARE for Life and are using TRICARE Select, you should be aware that fees will 

be charged for this plan beginning January 1, 2021. As always, it’s a little complicated, so 

please check the TRICARE Web site for the details that apply to you. 

 

 Both MEDICARE and TRICARE cover Flu shots. The CDC is strongly recommending that 

everyone, especially people at higher risk for COVID-19, get a Flu vaccination this year. This is 

to help reduce the possibility of the truly awful double-whammy of a bad Flu season combined 

with resurging COVID infections. The first death from Flu in NC happened on October 12, 

which is unusually early. So this is not something to ignore. 

 

New Hanover County Veterans Council (NHCVC) – Bob Doleman, Chapter Repre-

sentative 

 

Bob asks all members to please check with the other veterans’ organizations you might belong 

to see if they need any help. Stay home and stay safe!  Bob can be reached at doleman1936@hot-

mail.com or 910-399-2404. 

 

For those of you who got a postcard from Federal Employees Dental and Vision Insurance Pro-

gram (FEDVIP) Save this phone number: 1-877-888-3337.  It can be used any time, not just dur-

ing "Open Enrollment Season" (9 NOV to 14 DEC) for help, information, etc. 

 

Updated Info on US Navy Veterans who served on ships off Vietnam's Coast – Provided by  

Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 885 (VVA 885) member Brud Deas 

 

mailto:doleman1936@hotmail.com
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A new ruling has been issued, ordering the US Veterans Administration (VA) to review prior de-

nials of US Navy veterans who served on ships off of Vietnam’s coast. The VA must honor the 

terms of a 1991 settlement and pay retroactive benefits to thousands of Navy veterans who 

served on ships off Vietnam's coast for Agent Orange related health problems, a federal judge 

ordered this last Thursday. 

 

What this means is that all Bluewater veterans who had Agent Orange claims denied in the past 

will have those claims automatically reviewed without having to file a new claim. The settlement 

also covers surviving children and estates of deceased veterans, unlike the new law passed by 

Congress last year. 

This will entitle thousands of veterans and their families to tens of millions of dollars, or poten-

tially over 100 million, who would not otherwise have received these benefits. 

 

There are a lot of people who for whatever reason aren't aware of the Blue Water Navy (Vietnam 

veterans) act or because of various struggles in filing a new claim. The VA now has to go back 

automatically and readjust any claim that has been denied in the past. The VA has to report back 

to the court in four months as to the action that they have taken. 

 

In order to make sure that affected Bluewater sailors are aware of this, please pass this infor-

mation on. If for any reason – we have a Bluewater sailor – who has not filed for benefits please 

have them contact VVA 885 and they will submit his/her claim. Spouses of deceased Bluewater 

veterans are also eligible to submit claims providing the veteran passed away because of an 

Agent Orange condition. Please contact VVA 885 for more information at (910) 762-4288. 

Leave your name/number and reference this notification. Someone will get back to you ASAP. 

 

Upcoming Items of Interest 

ID Card Renewal - In the November 2020 SENCLand Sentinel newsletter it was reported that 

military dependents and retirees now have through the end of June 2021 to access benefits using 

ID cards that expired this year, thanks to an extension of temporary ID card rules issued in re-

sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Normally you would use the RAPIDS system to schedule an appointment via the following link: 

https://idco.dmdc.osd.mil/idco/ . Unfortunately, if you attempt to schedule an appointment at a 

local facility (e.g. reserve center) using this method, you will find there are no appointments 

available for the next several months.  

If you still have a need to get you or your dependent’s ID card renewed in spite of this extension, 

we recommend for those in our six county area to utilize the ID Card Center at Camp Lejeune. 

Camp Lejeune ID Card Center/DEERS is located at: BLDG 59 Molly Pitcher Road Mainside, 

Camp Lejeune 

 

Walk in hours are: 

Monday and Tuesday:   0730- 1200 

Wednesday and Thursday:  1100 – 1500 

https://idco.dmdc.osd.mil/idco/


   

 

 

Friday:     0730-1545 

 

No appointment is needed, just show up during the times listed above. If you want more infor-

mation, their website is: https://www.lejeune.marines.mil/Offices-Staff/ID-Card-Center/ or if 

you wish to call them their phone number is: 910- 451-4223. 

 

Here is a map of the Camp Lejeune Mainside area showing the location: 

 

 
 

 

Honor Flight Planned for April 2021 

The Honor Flight of the Cape Fear Area is proud to be sponsoring an Honor Flight from Wil-

mington ILM to Washington, DC, April 24, 2021.  They are currently accepting applications 

from Veterans of WWII, Korea, and Vietnam to participate in this Honor Flight.  You can get the 

information and Veteran application on their website:  https://www.honorflightcfa.org/.   It also 

includes applications for Guardians and Volunteers who would like to help out with preparations 

or accompany a veteran.  Please let me know if you are interested in this once-in-a-lifetime op-

portunity.  Also, I can answer any questions you or your family have. 

 

More info on this upcoming flight can be found on their Facebook page at: https://www.face-

book.com/HonorFlightCFA 

 

Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA, (ret), 3rd VP 

chrissysanford@gmail.com 

910-619-8167 

 

 

https://www.lejeune.marines.mil/Offices-Staff/ID-Card-Center/
https://www.honorflightcfa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HonorFlightCFA
https://www.facebook.com/HonorFlightCFA
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December Member Profile 
 

Interview with Mrs. Rosalian Mills, wife of MAJ Ralph Mills, USAF (ret) 27 October 2020 

 

Rosalian Mills at her 100th Birthday Party – June 17th, 2020 

 

In the June 2020 edition of the Sentinel, the member profile featured our oldest member Anna 

Stinson who turned 101 this past July. For this month’s profile we are featuring our second old-

est member - Mrs. Rosalian (Roz) Mills who celebrated her 100th birthday this past June.  

 

On Mrs. Mills’ 100th birthday on June 17th, she was treated to a surprise party and parade put on 

by her children and friends. This party was featured on our local TV Station – WWAY. Here is 

her story: 

 

As you know, I celebrated my 100th birthday on June 17th, 2020. I’m doing very well for a 100 

year old lady. I do have a bad back, but my memory is excellent. I can vividly remember songs 

and their lyrics from the 1920’s and 1930’s and have great fun correcting the memories of my 

much younger children and grandchildren. So being 100 means I was born on June 17th, 1920 in 

Bridgeport, Connecticut.  Now of course, I am 100 and five months! 

 

My parents were immigrants from what was known at the time as Austria-Hungary under the 

rule of Emperor Franz Joseph. After World War I, the area my parents were from became Czech-

oslovakia and is now known as Slovakia. They immigrated in the late 1800’s through Ellis Island 

and then moved to Connecticut.  

 

When I was two years old, we moved to Berkshire County, Massachusetts and I grew up in this 

area.  I was one of nine children. I had one brother that died before I was born who we lost in the 

1918 flu pandemic. My absolute best friend growing up was a sister three years older than me 

who also died when she was 15 and I was 12. So my parents were left with raising seven daugh-

ters! I graduated from high school in nearby Westfield, Massachusetts and immediately went to 

work in Springfield, Massachusetts.  

 



   

 

 

During World War II, I contributed to the cause by working in a company that made airplane 

parts. I also worked for an attorney. We would be issued ration tickets for many foods, and sup-

plies such as gasoline. I also recall sewing up the runs in my only pair of nylon stockings and 

wearing them anyway. 

  
                                              Roz in 1943                    LT Ralph Mills  

                                         Springfield, Mass          Palm Beach, FL 1946 

 

After the war was over in 1945, a friend of mine asked me to move with her to Palm Beach, Flor-

ida. I was a person who likes to travel, so I agreed and we moved down there and I found a job.  

 

Soon after, I met this very handsome young Army pilot named Ralph Mills. In fact, he reminded 

me of Errol Flynn! He was flying weather reconnaissance for the Army Air Force at the time.  

 

We became very close, as he loved to play Bridge and so did I. He soon received orders to Guam 

and then proposed to me. I drove from Florida to Sacramento, California with a friend of mine in 

my merry 1938 Chevrolet Roadster with a rumble-seat. There, Ralph and I were married. By 

then, he had become an Air Force Officer when that service had been created. 

 

 
Ralph Mills in Guam 1948 

 



   

 

 

Ralph left for Guam and I returned to Massachusetts and waited. During this time, our first child, 

Jeffrey, was born. When Jeffrey was old enough, we were finally able to join Ralph and took a 

Navy ship to Guam where we were stationed together for the next year. We were able to return 

together to the continental United States on a Military Sealift charter in 1949 with a nice stopo-

ver in Hawaii. The memories of those sea-voyage nights under the stars are very special. 

 

When we got back, Ralph had no idea where he would be stationed next. We traveled from Cali-

fornia to Mississippi to visit Ralph’s parents and then to Massachusetts to visit my parents. 

While we were in Massachusetts, we got orders to Tacoma, Washington. Ralph was now flying 

the Douglas C-124 Transport aircraft for the 22nd Airlift Squadron. 

 

 
Douglas C-124 Globemaster Transport 

 

During World War II, Ralph was based in India “flying the hump”. This was the incredibly dan-

gerous airlift route from India over Burma to China flying C-46 Transports over the Himalayan 

foothills to supply the Chinese forces fighting Japan. More than 1000 men and 600 aircraft were 

lost in this 530 mile trek. It was often dubbed the “Skyway to hell” or the “Aluminum Trail” due 

to the number of planes that didn’t make it. While the threat of Japanese fighter aircraft was al-

ways there, the bad weather accounted for many more losses.  

 

While preparing for one of these missions that Ralph was to partake in, the weather took a severe 

turn for the worse. The general in charge was advised to abort the mission but he refused and or-

dered his crews to get out there and fly. Most of the aircraft on that mission did not make it back, 

but Ralph’s fortunately did.  



   

 

 

 
C-46 “Flying the Hump” during the India-Burma-China Airlift 

 

Ralph’s military career later would include flying numerous aid missions into Berlin during the 

Berlin Airlift of 1948-49. Finally he flew missions to and from Da Nang and Saigon, South Vi-

etnam before leaving the Air Force. Ultimately he would also receive a Million-Miler Certificate. 

His career and his awards, including two Distinguished Flying Crosses, earned him his burial in 

Arlington National Cemetery. 

 

We stayed in Tacoma for the next couple of years. Then the squadron was reassigned to San An-

tonio, Texas and we moved there with the rest of the squadron personnel and their families. After 

arriving in San Antonio, Ralph was assigned to a school in Pensacola, Florida for between six-

nine months.  Once the school was completed, we returned to San Antonio, but found that the 

squadron had left and been reassigned back to Tacoma, Washington where we also remained for 

the next two and a half years. During this time, the Korean conflict was taking place and Ralph 

was constantly flying missions in and out of that theatre.  

 

 

 
Ralph & Roz Mills, Tacoma, Washington 1953 

The 22nd Squadron was moved once again to a very remote and rural location named Moses Lake 

which was on the eastern side of the Cascade Mountains, still in Washington State. The nearby 

town was very small, and our main source of entertainment was the Officer’s Club where we at-

tended functions frequently. Many good times happened there. Happily, during these days, our 

second son, Bruce, was born in 1953. 

 



   

 

 

After this the squadron was transferred in 1954 to Tachikawa Air Force Base in Japan. We espe-

cially loved living amid the culture of the Japanese people. Five years after Bruce was born, I 

gave birth to a daughter named Anita, in Tachikawa. 

 
Ralph Mills & Daughter Anita 1959 

We finally returned to the United States in 1958 when assigned to Dover Air Force Base, Dela-

ware. As a Major, Ralph retired from the Air Force there, in 1962. He afterward was hired by the 

Office of the Auditor of the State of Delaware, and enjoyed a long career there.  

 

 
Ralph and Roz 1962 

 

Unfortunately he passed away in 1988 at the age of 68 from cancer and was buried in Arlington 

on the week of Memorial Day. 



   

 

 

 
MAJ Ralph Mills’ Gravesite at Arlington 

 (Pictured during another funeral) 

Our eldest, Jeffrey, after studying architecture, had a 40 year career in California as a builder and 

general contractor. Retired now, he and his life partner, Ed, live in Wilmington, NC. Bruce, our 

second born, graduated from Dover, DE and pursued his career in real estate in New England be-

fore his time also in California as a builder. He now resides in Dover, DE. Anita, their younger 

sister, after graduation, succeeded as a paralegal and financial planner in Delaware.  

 

Anita and her husband, James, share my 5 grandchildren, Leah, Kenneth, Ashley, Corrie, and 

Jordan. From them, I enjoy loving my 5 great-grandchildren, Corynn, Ayden, Kenzie, River, and 

Winona. 

I have enjoyed living in Wilmington, NC with Ed and Jeff since March 2019. I moved from my 

home in Dover, DE at the urging of my family for my health. Shortly before moving, I connected 

with the local chapter of the MOAA and have now affiliated with it. I enjoyed meeting at Blue-

water Grill and look forward to the day when we can return to those gatherings in person. 

 

Oh and back to her surprise 100th birthday party. As mentioned at the beginning, this was fea-

tured on WWAY TV 3 back in June. Here is a link to the news clip: 

https://www.wwaytv3.com/2020/06/17/669432/ 

 

Below are some photos from that event: 

 

 

https://www.wwaytv3.com/2020/06/17/669432/


   

 

 

 

 

This article can also be found on our website https://sencland.org/ Once you go to the website 

click on the “Our Heritage” Tab on the right hand side for this and many other interesting arti-

cles 

 

 
 

SENCLAND Chapter Embroidered Apparel - Submitted by Jim Carper, Chapter 

President 

SENCLAND Embroidered LOGO Shirts, Caps, & Outerwear are now available at our 

Chapter Online Store hosted by Queensboro Shirt Co. You can access the store using: 

   

https://senclandmoaa.qbstores.com 

 

https://sencland.org/
https://senclandmoaa.qbstores.com/


   

 

 

You can save shipping cost if you are willing to pick up at Queensboro Shirt Co at 1400 

Marstellar Street in Wilmington. Call Queensboro at 800-847-4478 after you have placed 

your order and tell them you want to pick up when ready. They will credit back the ship-

ping cost and call you when ready for pickup. 

 

Membership Rosters - Ken Klassen, Al Schroetel 

Several years ago the Chapter leadership due to cost of printing/mailing and constant revisions 

decided to change the Chapter's Membership Lists from a paper "hard copy" to an on-line ver-

sion. The membership rosters (updated monthly) are available on the Chapter's website 

(https://sencland.org/. To ensure privacy the membership roster is in a password protected sec-

tion of the website. If you need assistance accessing the roster please contact: 

 Ken Klassen at kwkswk@att.net  or 910-616-9614   or 

 Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net or 910-686-6905 

 

 

SENCLAND Chapter Website Information – Ken Klassen, Webmaster 

On the Chapter Website (www.SENCLAND.org) there is coverage about many special events 

plus and updates on News and Events, Legislative Affairs, Photo Gallery and Our Heritage 

tabs.  If you need help logging onto the website for roster info, please call or email Ken at 910-

791-3999 or kwkswk@att.net. 

 

SENCLAND Chapter Facebook Information – Dianne Jinwright, Administrator 

Dianne works hard to have relevant information and updates posted to our Facebook page. View-

ing this page, “Liking” and “Sharing” the information helps to get it in front of other members 

and prospective members. If you are a Facebook user, simply enter “Sencland Chapter” in the 

search bar to view postings. If you don't have a Facebook account just google on “Facebook 

Sencland chapter”. 

 

MOAA National and NC Chapters Website Information Our national website 

(www.MOAA.org) is a wealth of information for current, former, retired officers, and surviving 

spouses. Every chapter member is encouraged to visit and explore this site and take advantage of 

the resources available. Similarly, the North Carolina Council of Chapters website (www.moaa-

nc.org) is also a great resource for what MOAA is doing at the state level as well as information 

on other NC Chapters.  

 

MOAA Newsletter – MOAA National members can easily take advantage of this free email 

newsletter which publishes news and information that is taking place at the national level. If you 

would like to receive this go to www.moaa.org, click on the “News & Info” pulldown menu on 

the upper right hand side and then click on “Newsletters”.  

 

Editorial Policy and Comments 

The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an 

affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA and its affiliated 

chapters and councils are independent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations.  As a 

part of MOAA’s efforts to advance legislation and budgets that would be in the best interests of 

mailto:kwkswk@att.net
http://www.sencland.org/
tel:(910)%20791-3999
tel:(910)%20791-3999
mailto:kwkswk@att.net
http://www.moaa.org/
http://www.moaa-nc.org/
http://www.moaa-nc.org/
http://www.moaa.org/


   

 

 

military members, retirees, and their families, there is an ongoing initiative to create awareness 

on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways to give their input to state and 

national legislators.  The following link will take you directly to MOAA’s legislative activities 

and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.  

SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice 

Our newsletter is published monthly (except July) in time to provide information on upcoming 

meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value, but we do not aim to compete with established 

media, and we do not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in Military Officer each 

month. We want to keep you informed about the chapter and our SENCLAND efforts to stay 

connected with each other and support our local military and veteran communities. 

 

To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. 

Simply send your notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Allan Turner, 

(turnerja@ec.rr.com ) by the 15th of the month to be considered for inclusion in the following 

month’s newsletter. All items are subject to editing.  

SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. If you 

would like to discuss sponsorship opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran frater-

nal and support organizations, or anyone else that appreciates the mission of SENCLAND 

MOAA, please email Allan Turner turnerja@ec.rr.com .  Whenever possible, please patronize 

our sponsors and let them know we all appreciate their support of our important initia-

tives. 

 

 

 

 

http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/
mailto:turnerja@ec.rr.com
mailto:turnerja@ec.rr.com


   

 

 

 

837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

 

“…Creating lifelong memories every day” 
837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799-9023 

1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

www.appleanniesbakeshop.com 
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